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In accordance with the results of the Labour Force Survey
 (LFS), in the 1st quarter of 2014, the economically active population (i.e. working people + unemployed, persons above the age of 15) comprised 17,419 thousand persons. Compared with the 1st quarter of 2013, increased by 184 thousand persons was noted. During the same period, the number of working people (15,573 thou.) increased by 282 thousand persons and the unemployment figure (1,846 thou.) decreased by 98 thousand persons.
Economic activity of the population aged 15 and over  - according to LFS

	Period
	Total economically active population
	of  whom
	Economically passive population
	Economic activity ratio
	Employment rate 

	
	
	Working
	Unemployed
	
	
	

	
	Thou.
	%

	2008

1st quarter

2nd quarter
3rd quarter

4th quarter

2009

1st quarter

2nd quarter

3rd quarter

4th quarter

2010

1st quarter
2nd quarter

3rd quarter

4th quarter

2011

1st quarter
2nd quarter
3rd quarter
4th quarter
2012
1st quarter
2nd quarter
3rd quarter 
4th quarter
2013

1st quarter
2nd quarter
3rd quarter
4th quarter
2014
1st quarter
	16 876

16 885
17 122

17 159

17 128

17 202

17 430

17 356

16 975

17 108

17 257

17 153

17 073

17 204

17 312

17 295

17 206

17 320

17 440

17 394
17 235

17 342

17 452

17 413

17 419
	15 515

15 689
15 990
16 005

15 714

15 847

16 026

15 885

15 177

15 479
15 681

15 557

15 359

15 580

15 697

15 613

15 398

15 607

15 722

15 636
15 291

15 530
15 738

15 713

15 573
	1 361

1 196
1 132

1 154

1 414

1 355

1 404

1 471

1 798

1 630

1 576

1 597

1 714

1 624

1 614

1 682

1 809

1 713

1 718

1 757
1 944

1 812

1 714

1 700

1 846
	14 548

14 445
14 231

14 224

14 275

14 253

14 049

14 149

13 957

13 838

13 706

13 826

13 915

13 788
13 695

13 729

13 825

13 712

13 599

13 656
13 812

13 692

13 579

13 621

13 613
	53.7

53.9
54.6

54.7

54.5

54.7

55.4

55.1

54.9

55.3
55.7

55.4

55.1

55.5

55.8

55.7

55.4

55.8

56.2

56.0
55.5

55.9

56.2

56.1

56.1
	49.4

50.1
51.0

51.0

50.0

50.4

50.9

50.4

49.1

50.0

50.6

50.2

49.6

50.3

50.6

50.3

49.6

50.3

50.7

50.4
49.3

50.0

50.7

50.6

50.2


Data in bold presented in the table has been corrected by Central Statistical Office, developed on the basic of the National Census of Population and Housing 2011.

The employment rate for the population aged 15 and over in the 1st quarter of 2014 was 50.2% and compared with the 1st  quarter of 2013 increased by 0.9 p. p. In the 1st quarter of 2014, the rate of employment, calculated as the share of working people in the total working-age population (18-64 years for men and 18-59 for women), was 66.1%  and compared with the 1st quarter of 2013 increased by 1.7 p.p.
The economic activity ratio for the population aged 15 and over was 56.1% and increased by 0.6 percentage point as compared with the same period previous year.

In the 1st quarter of 2014, the economically passive sub-population, i.e. people outside the working group, decreased by 199 thousand persons and comprised 13,613 thousand persons. Hence the number of economically passive people aged 15 and over was lower by 3,806 thousand persons than the economically active population in the same age group.

Information about the level and structure of registered unemployment has been gathered within the confines of public statistics.

Data based on a report of the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy

	Period
	Number of registered unemployed 
	Increase / decrease as compared with previous period
	Rate of unemployment after CSO verification
	Increase / decrease as compared with previous period

	
	
	
	
	

	
	In absolute figures
	%

	2008

1st quarter

2nd quarter

3rd quarter

4th quarter

2009

1st quarter

2nd quarter

3rd quarter

4th quarter

2010

1st quarter

2nd quarter

3rd quarter

4th quarter
2011
1st quarter

2nd quarter
3rd quarter
4th quarter
2012

1st quarter

2nd quarter
3rd quarter
4th quarter
2013
1st quarter
2nd quarter
3rd quarter
4th quarter
2014
1st quarter
	1 702 192

1 455 321

1 376 581

1 473 752

1 758 800

1 658 650

1 715 890

1 892 680

2 076 708

1 843 921

1 812 624

1 954 706
2 133 916
1 883 299

1 861 689

1 982 676

2 141 906

1 964 445

1 978 987

2 136 815

2 314 453

2 109 145

2 083 116

2 157 883

2 182 205
	-44 381

-246 871

-78 740

97 171

285 048

-100 150

57 240

176 790

184 028

-232 787

-31 297

142 082
179 210

-250 617

-21 610

120 987

159 230

-177 461

14 542

157 828

177 638

-205 308

-26 029

74 767

24 322
	10.9
9.4
8.9

9.5

11.1
10.6
10.9

12.1
13.0
11.7
11.5

12.4
13.3
11.9
11.8

12.5

13.3

12.3
12.4

13.4

14.3

13.2

13.0

13.4

13.5
	-0.3

-1.5

-0.5

0.6

1.6
-0.5

0.3
1.2
0.9
-1.3

-0.2

0.9
0.9
-1.4
-0.1

0.7

0,8

-1.0
0.1

1.0

0.9

-1.1

-0.2

0.4

0.1


As at the end of March 2014, the number of unemployed persons registered at labour offices was 2,182.2 thousand. Compared with the figure as at the end of March 2013, unemployment decreased by 132.2 thousand persons (5.7%).

The rate of unemployment was 13.5% and compared with the end of March 2013 decreased by 0.8 p.p.
Main characteristics of Polish unemployment:

1. Seasonality, which means increases in the numbers of registrations during some and decreases during other periods. Traditionally, increased registrations occur in the months at the year’s beginning and end. That was due inter alia to the start of seasonal work in the construction and agricultural sectors, and the beginning of the tourist season. 
2. Differentiation between the regions of the country which results from both uneven socio-economic development of the regions and their geographical locations. This is illustrated inter alia by the rate of unemployment. As at the end of March 2014, the difference in unemployment rates, i.e. difference between the lowest and highest figures in particular voivodships, was 11.9 percentage points (wielkopolskie voivodship – 9.6%,  warmińsko – mazurskie voivodship –  21.5%).  

3. The economic transformations noted over the recent years concern mainly residents of towns and cities where enterprises are predominantly located. The number of registered unemployed residing in towns and cities was 1,222.9 thousand people (56% of the total number). Compared with the end of March 2013, the urban unemployment figure decreased by 6.2% while rural unemployment decreased by 5.1%. 

4. Registered unemployment is dominated by men who constitute 50.3% of the total unemployment figure. At the end of March 2014 under consideration, there were 101 men per 100 unemployed women.

5. 381.8 thousand registered unemployed (17.5%) are people aged 18-24.

6. The labour office statistics at the end of March 2014 included 296.5 thousand unemployed with the right to the benefit who constituted 13.6% of the total unemployment figure. 

7. People with the highest qualifications are in the most favourable situation on the labour market. The number of unemployed with higher education was 254 thousand persons (11.6%) at the end of March 2014, with registered women being much better educated than men.

8. Unemployment people remaining out of work for more than 12 months – of 868.4 thousand people – constituted 39.8% of the total registered figure at the end of March 2014. A younger age and better education reduce the risk of remaining unemployed for more than 12 months. Also, the average duration of registered unemployment among men is shorter than the figure for women. 

http://www.psz.praca.gov.pl./main.php?do=ShowPage&nPID=867738&pT=details&sP=CONTENT,objectID,868123
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